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February 16, 2014 
Scripture Reading: Mark 1:29-45 (Tom Wiener)   

Opening Prayer – 

As we continue in the gospel of Mark, our passage that Tom read for us today gives us the opportunity to see and gain a 

greater understanding of the magnitude and depth of the compassion of Jesus.   

 

For us to truly take ownership of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and share it with others; it will only happen as we are able to 

grasp the magnitude and depth of Jesus’ compassion in our lives. 

 

Then we will truly see the richness and sweetness of Jesus’ love and compassion to us as His followers.   

As we start to look at our passage today; the first thing we see in verse 29 is that it is a continuation of what had taken place 

from our passage last week in verses 21-28. Jesus has just left the synagogue where He taught as One with authority and had 

demonstrated His authority by casting out an evil spirit from a possessed man. 

   

If we look back at verse 28; “News about Him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.”   

It would have been fun to hear some of the various conversations that were taking place in Capernaum following the events 

in the synagogue on that Sabbath afternoon. – Don’t you agree? Jesus had just been thrust into the spotlight.  

The four new disciples had to have been ecstatic almost like they had to pinch themselves to be sure they had really seen 

what just happened as they were leaving the synagogue with Jesus to go to Simon and Andrew’s home. 

Can you image what was going through their minds or the conversation that was taking place amongst them? They must 

have felt like they were walking on air.  

 

Verse 29; “As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew.”  

It was customary to eat the main Sabbath meal immediately after the worshipping at the synagogue. But rather than coming 

in to Simon’s home for a hot, delicious meal, they found Simon’s mother-in-law sick with a fever.   

 

I. The magnitude of Jesus’ compassion. (vs. 29-39)  

 
Upon arriving at the home, we begin to see the magnitude of Jesus’ compassion.   

Look at verses 30-31; “Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told Jesus about her. So He went to her, 

took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them.”   
 

A. The healing of Simon’s mother-in-law. (vs. 30-31) 
 

The first evidence of Jesus’ compassion comes in the healing of Simon’s mother-in-law. I’m guessing Simon had no idea 

that his mother-in-law was ill when they invited Jesus and his friends over, but when they got to the house, they are informed 

that she was sick in bed with a fever. More than likely, this illness was not life threatening, but still had her down and out.  

 

Our passage tells us that Jesus goes to her, took her hand and helps her up, and the fever left her. This woman has been 

touched by Jesus and immediately she is restored to health from her sickness. Jesus could have chosen to heal her any way 

He wanted, but this time He took her hand and helps her up. Look at how Simon’s mother-in-law responds; immediately 

“she began to wait on them.”  We definitely see the heart of this woman here. She had been touched by Jesus and now was 

having the opportunity to serve Him. Should that not be the response of all of us who have been touched by Jesus? 

To be serving Him all for His glory? Jesus’ extended hand was an expression of his genuine love, compassion, and desire to 

tenderly meet the woman’s need.  His touch tells us much of what Jesus is like and how much compassion and love He has 

for His children.  

 

But look at what follows the healing of Simon’s mother-in-law. 

In verses 32-34; here we see the magnitude of Jesus’ compassion extending to everyone.   

Verses 32-34; “That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. The whole town 

gathered at the door, and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but He would not 

let the demons speak because they knew who He was.” 
 

 

 

 



 

B. The whole town gathered at the door. (vs. 32-34) 

 

To better understand these verses, let’s look briefly at the Sabbath. The Sabbath began on Friday at sunset and ended at 

sunset on Saturday when three stars came out in the night sky. Jews were forbidden to work or travel on the Sabbath.  

This explains why that evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. The whole town 

gathered at the door. The news had spread and the people were waiting for the Sabbath to end so they could bring their loved 

one to Jesus to be healed and they obviously knew where Jesus was staying. 

  

And how does Jesus respond? Again we see Jesus responding with great compassion and love. Our passage says; Jesus 

healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons,  
All these people had shown up at Simon and Andrew's house, having brought with them all who were sick and oppressed, 

and we see Jesus having great compassion on them and healing them and driving out demons.  That’s Jesus’ character – 

That’s who is – Jesus is compassion and He is love. What an awesome night! Can you image how much happiness, joy and 

celebrating that was taking place in the front of that home on that night? All were touched by Jesus. 

  

As awesome as this was, we should not be too naïve about what was really happening here that night. Most of the people who 

came to Simon’s house simply wanted their physical needs met by Jesus. But who could blame them? Anyone with an 

ongoing disability would jump at the opportunity to be healed, right?  What about you and me, can we not relate with them? 

Have we not approached Jesus searching for our own self-interests and neglecting what God may be doing in and through 

our trial or hardship? 

  

As Del Tackett, president of the Focus on the Family Institute would say, “it’s natural for us to want our own little Jesus doll 

to do what we want and what we think is best for ourselves.” But we must remember; God is to be loved, worshipped, and 

served no matter what comes our way.   

 

Romans 8:28; “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 

according to his purpose.” 

“His grace is sufficient” (2 Corinthians 12:9)  
Many of the people had no interest in the spiritual implications of Jesus’ miracles and teaching, but instead more of “what’s 

in it for me?” We definitely see the magnitude of Jesus’ compassion here, even though He was being used by man, we see the 

heart of Christ, how He loves, cares, and heals the people no matter what’s their motive is for coming to Him.  

It appears as though Jesus went deep into the night healing many who had various diseases. He also drove out many 

demons, but He would not let the demons speak because they knew who He was.”   
 

As we said last week, the evil spirit and demons knew Jesus was the Messiah – the holy One of God and Jesus knows His 

time has not yet come, so He does not allow the demons to speak and disclose His identity to the people. Jesus had labored 

hard the previous day teaching in the synagogue and healing the man possessed by an evil spirit. Then after the Sabbath meal, 

Jesus has a very exhausting night healing many more and driving out demons. Now after some sleep, Jesus gets up early to 

get away and spend some time alone with God as we see in verse 35; “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, 

Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where He prayed.” This is one of three specific times Mark 

mentions in his gospel that Jesus went out to be alone with His Father in prayer.  The other two occurred on the night He 

walked on water (Mark 6:46) and in the Garden of Gethsemane on the night He was betrayed (Mark 14:32-35).    

Why was prayer and time alone with God so essential for Jesus? We need to remember that even though Jesus was God, He 

did not live His life apart from the Father, but instead, Jesus lived as a man in total dependence upon God.  

 

Look at John 5:19 as Jesus speaks; “I tell you the truth; the Son can doing nothing by himself; He can do only what He 

sees the father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.”  
And again in John 14:10; Jesus speaks these words;  

“Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it 

is the Father, living in Me, who is doing His work.”  
Jesus needed time alone with God in concentrated prayer at regular times. If that was necessary for Jesus, would not be 

equally as necessary for us? Prayer is essential for our spiritual lives both individually and corporately. I’m not just talking 

about fellowship with Jesus during the day as we carry on life, though that is extremely important. What I’m talking about is 

having an alone quiet time with God where you get away and it’s just you and God. – No distractions.  

 

 

 

 



 

While Jesus is out praying, Mark tells us in verses 36-37 that Simon and his companions, probably Andrew, James, and 

John, went looking for Jesus and when they find him; Simon says, “Everyone is looking for you.”   

Essentially, what Simon is saying to Jesus is; “Jesus where have you been, there is a huge gathering back at house, we got to 

get going.”  Can you hear the urgency from Simon? One of the things that we probably need to remember is that these guy’s 

lives had been very different over the last 24 hours as Jesus' fame began to increase.  I mean, they were with Him when He 

was at the synagogue.  And they were with Him at the house when the whole town had come bringing the sick and oppressed. 

While they were not directly in the spotlight themselves, it is probably safe to assume that these four men might have begun 

to feel like their influence and status was growing along with the notoriety of Jesus. It is probably safe to assume that the 

whole town had never gathered at Simon and Andrew's house prior to the night before and now there was a big group there 

again this morning. It’s also probably safe to assume that most days these four men went about their business as fishermen 

and that people were not in the habit of seeking them out.  But now because of the events of one day earlier, things had begun 

to change for all of them.   

  

C. Taking the message throughout all of Galilee.   
  

When they find Jesus and Simon says, “Everyone is looking for you.”  Jesus gives them an answer which I sure none of 

them were expecting and it is through Jesus’ answer that we again see the magnitude of Jesus’ compassion. Look at how He 

responds in verse 38, “Let us go somewhere else – to the nearby villages – so I can preach there also. That is why I have 

come.” Jesus again shows the magnitude of His compassion as He tells His four disciples that it is time to move on and 

reach out to more people with His love, compassion, mercy, and grace. They didn’t go back into town, but instead they 

traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.” (vs. 39) Again we see many touched 

by Jesus. Then in verses 40-45, Mark transitions to Jesus’ encounter with a man suffering with leprosy.  

 

II. The depth of Jesus’ compassion.  
 

In these verses, not only do we see the magnitude of Jesus’ compassion, we see the depth of Jesus' compassion.     

Look at Verse 40, “A man with leprosy came to Him and begged Him on his knees, “If You are willing, You can make me 

clean.”   

  

 Here we see:  

A. Jesus’ encounter with the leper.  

 
In order for us to fully appreciate the shocking nature of what transpires here, it is helpful for us to see part of the Law 

located in Leviticus 13:45-46.  “The person with such an infectious disease must wear torn clothes, let his hair be 

unkempt, cover his lower part of his face and cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’  As long as the he has the infection he 

remains unclean. He must live alone; he must live outside the camp.”  
 

The Law had strict regulations for individuals with leprosy. Leprosy was a disease that could not be healed and if you were 

found to have the disease, you were cast out and declared unclean. Lepers were barred from society and forced to live outside 

of the town, they lost their jobs, lost their families, and they lost their opportunity to worship with others. They also lost their 

dignity as they were supposed to dress in torn clothes, keep their hair unkempt, and they were supposed to shout “Unclean! 

Unclean!” revealing their condition whenever anyone was around, declaring not only that they were sick, but that spiritually 

they were an unclean person as well. 

   

As Jesus encounters this man with leprosy, what we see happening would have been absolutely shocking to any who 

witnessed this event as this leper approaches Jesus in order to draw close to Him and so that he might request being cleansed.  

Notice how he came to Jesus; He came begging on his knees. His kneeing shows his humility. He’s desperate to be touched 

by Jesus. By approaching Jesus, this man was in direct disobedience to both the Law and Jewish custom.  And the 

expectation would be that the one being approached would have been horrified and enraged. But before we look at Jesus’ 

response, first let’s look at the question being asked by the leper.  He doesn't ask Jesus “If you can, will you make me clean?”  

His question demonstrates the great faith that He had in Jesus when he says; “If You are willing, You can make me clean.”   

The leper was absolutely sure of Jesus’ ability to cleanse him and so his question is a simple one of willingness.  

 

Now let’s look at Jesus’ response in verse 41; Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I 

am willing,” He said. “Be clean!”  
 

 

 



  

B. This leper has been touched by Jesus. 

 

Look at the depth of Jesus’ compassion for this man. Jesus shows this man and later would show the all of humanity that 

there is no limit to the depth of Jesus’ compassion. This man had been touched by Jesus. Immediately the scales fell off. 

His skin was smooth, fresh, and clean. All the sores disappeared. This man was a new man.  

 

So why the touch? – When Jesus said “He was willing” He could have chose to speak healing to this man. So why the touch? 

What was Jesus doing here? Why not just heal this man by speaking a command similar to how He healed the demon-

possessed man?  Why touch the one who was unclean?   

 

The answer truly demonstrates the depth of Jesus’ compassion. We need to understand that this leper had probably not 

received any form of physical touch since he was afflicted with leprosy. No pats on the back.  No handshakes. If he had a 

wife, he had not experienced her touch and caress since being afflicted. If he had children, there were no hugs or kisses.  

Not even an accidental bump or brushing while standing in a crowd. This man had been without any physical touch for a long 

time. He must have longed for a human touch – and along comes Jesus, and reached out and touches him. In an amazing act 

of love and compassion, Jesus through His touch offers not only the healing that He alone was able to provide, but we also 

see the depth of Jesus’ compassion shown to this man. 

 

But the depth of Jesus’ compassion doesn’t stop here. The very nature of leprosy is symbolic to sin. When one is afflicted 

with leprosy, its slow progress, destructive power, and the ultimate ruin it brings to the person without cure. Sores begin to 

develop all over the body, outward physical deformities occur. The body’s warning system for pain is destroyed. And 

because you can’t feel pain, you do things like reaching in to a bed of hot coals to pick up a potato and don’t realize you 

touched the fiery hot coals. Or you go to wash your wash face and you don’t realize the water is scalding hot. Leprosy brings 

on a slow death.  

 

The same is true with sin in our lives. Once you discover that sin has afflicted you, you have no doubt that you are a sinner.  

A sinner in need of a Savior. God’s Word tells us Romans 3:23; “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  

Romans 6:23; “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 

Apart from the work of Christ, we are decaying forms of walking death.  In our passage today what Jesus does here as He 

reaches out and touches and heals the leper is a foreshadow of what would be His greatest act of compassion by going to 

the cross to suffer and die for all of man’s need for a Savior. He would take on our sin and our uncleanliness on the cross so 

that He might offer us cleansing. But just like the leper, we need to recognize our need for cleansing and approach Christ in 

faith knowing He is the only One who can bring cleansing to our leprosy of sin. The great depth of Jesus' compassion was put 

on display when He went beyond what He had to do to make this man clean in order to show His love and compassion in 

ways that would specifically and deeply impact this leper's life.  

 

But again, the story doesn't end there. Notice after the cleansing takes place that Jesus gives the man a strong warning to not 

tell anyone. But this newly cleansed leper acts in great disobedience and our passage says that he begins to talk freely, 

spreading the news.  This act of disobedience has huge implications for Jesus, for notice what verse 45 says, “As a result, 

Jesus could no longer enter a town openly, but stayed outside in lonely places.”  
 

C. Jesus trades places with this leper.  
Essentially what happened here was; Jesus trades places with this leper.  

 

Before this encounter with the man with leprosy, Jesus had been able to come and go and to enter towns and cities as freely 

as He wanted and the leper had been forced to remain isolated outside the city. Now, because of Jesus' healing work, the 

leper was free to enter the towns and cities, and because of the leper's disobedience, Jesus was forced to remain outside in the 

lonely places.   

 

The interesting thing is, because Jesus is God's Son, He was most certainly aware that the leper would turn around and act in 

disobedience and that disobedience would come at a great cost to Him.  But yet, Jesus still acted with extraordinary 

compassion toward this man. Because of the depth His great compassion, He was willing to do even that which would cause 

Him greater cost.  

 

Understanding both the magnitude of Christ's compassion and the depth of Christ's compassion should bring us as followers 

of Jesus Christ with an incredible hope. The plight of this leper was, he had no hope until he is touched by Jesus. The same 

was true for you and me before we were touched by Jesus. 



Though we are created in God's image, the sin in our lives terribly disfigures and mars that image. We are sinners and that sin 

has had an incredible impact on who we are.  We were created to be in a personal relationship with God and bring glory to 

Him, our sin has cast us out of His presence now and for all eternity. If Jesus' compassion was not willing to go to 

extraordinary measures in order to make cleansing available to us, then we would still be without hope.  

 

But that’s not the case – Jesus came for one purpose – the cross. Jesus was willing to become unclean, on our behalf, taking 

on our sin and its consequences and dying on the cross in our place. Through His death, burial, and resurrection He offers us 

cleansing from our sin and reconciliation with God the Father.  2 Corinthians 5:21; “God made him who had no sin to be 

sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” That truly is “good news!”  

 

 How about you; have you been touched by Jesus? Sin renders every one of us a spiritual leper. We can’t be cleansed of our 

sin on our own. – We can’t do enough good things to earn righteousness. So we come to the only One who can.   

 

This leper was sick, diseased, an outcast; - he came to Jesus knowing who he was. He had no illusions of any of his own 

goodness. None what so ever. He had absolutely nothing to offer Christ. He begged for mercy because there was nothing he 

could do to deserve it or earn it. When we come in that same humility … totally dependent on Christ to cleanse us from the 

sickness and disease that sin has cast upon us…Depending solely on the His finished work on the cross…Knowing He has 

paid the penalty for our sin taking our place. We come with absolutely nothing to offer Christ. We come in faith trusting 

completely on His mercy and in His unmerited grace. We throw ourselves at His feet and cry out... “If You are willing, You 

can make me clean.”  When we come like this leper, we come to Jesus believing He is able to save us from the depravity of 

our sin.  

 

We have God’s promise in Romans 10:13; “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  

Have you come to the point of acknowledging you are a sinner in need of the saving grace of Jesus Christ?  

Don’t walk out these doors without settling that question in your heart with Jesus today.  

Come to Him and be touched by Jesus; hear Him speak these words; “I am willing,” “Be Clean!”  

Oh the magnitude and the depth of His compassion and grace!   

Let us pray.   

 


